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thing might be said with a few exceptions of almost any pro-
minent English statesman of the day.
There is a deal of abstract truth in this criticism, and one can
think of numbers of cases in which public interests and personal
advancement have gone hand in hand without difficulty. But
Pherozeshah's career in this, as in so many other respects, was alto-
gether out of the ordinary. Once he had emerged as a successful
lawyer, he permitted his public work to encroach upon his lucrative
practice to an extent which few professional men would think of
allowing. He was known to turn away from many a fat fee merely in
order to attend some meeting of the Corporation, and it would be
difficult to compute the amount of his pecuniary sacrifices during his
long and busy career, leaving out of account the drain on his time
and energies. A man of extravagant tastes and partial to the good
things of life, he might easily have passed his days in splendid
opulence, content with the leisurely pursuit of a profession in which
he was able to put his own price on his services. It is noteworthy in
this connection that many of his contemporaries disappeared one by
one from the arena of active politics. The three most gifted among
them, Ranade, Telang, and Tyabji, got lost on the Bench. With rare
constancy, Pherozeshah stuck to his position as a leader of the
people, and preserved to the last his freedom to voice their national
aspirations. His admirers might, therefore, well be excused for the
somewhat frequent use of a term of laudation which might be re-
garded as fairly representing the most prominent characteristic of his
labours in the public cause, particularly when one remembered, for
instance, that Madras had long to remain unrepresented on the
Supreme Council, because its first representative, Mr. Bhashyam
Aiyangar, one of the most distinguished lawyers in the country, felt
faiinself unequal to the sacrifice of his professional income.
The Eighth Provincial Conference held at Belgaum on 4 May
1895, was the next to place on record its appreciation. Pherozeshah
attended die Conference and was given a hearty reception at the
statim as his special saloon steamed in. For weeks Belgaum had
been preparing to give a rousing welcome to the man on whom the
eyes of all Indk were centred for the time being. All interest in the